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troops on board at some other island. He was in pur-
suit of the combined squadron, and was to be after
them in an hour after the date of his letter (to Lady
Hamilton, who showed it me). They were trying to
get away from him, but were only one day's sail before
him, and they sailed ill and in disorder. They had
done nothing, and besides the reasonable expectation
of some grand stroke, we have the certainty in the
meanwhile that the West Indies are saved, and, indeed,
the East Indies are safe. I know nothing1 more of the
sailing of the Indiamen, but John is safe till he hears
from me.'

'Portsmouth: Sunday, July 14, 1805.
(To Park Place.)

4 We got here on Friday night, admiring the country
cottages with their roses all the way; next day came
a telegraph order to detain the fleet, and a letter from
Greorge to say he was appointed to the " Aurora," and
should be here the same day.

c The " Aurora " is an excellent twenty-eight-gun fri-
gate, perfectly manned and fitted, and ready for sea.
Nothing could be more fortunate and seasonable than
Greorge's appointment to a ship at Portsmouth just at
this moment. The three brothers are now together be-
fore the dispersion, and I don't feel much ashamed of
them collectively or individually. Captain Byng com-
mands the " Belliqueuse," sixty-four, convoy to the
East Indian fleet. There are thirteen ships under con-
voy, four or five for Madras ; it is a great pity they are
detained now the wind is fair and all quite ready.
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